History.?Mrs M'K., set. 29, married nine years, had had two children, the younger seven years ago, was admitted into Cambridge Street Home for Women on 4th November 1893, complaining of constantly recurring spasmodic pains in the right iliac region. From the birth of her last child till July of this year the patient menstruated, without pain, regularly every month, the discharge lasting a week. In August and September the periods recurred at the expected time and were painless, but the discharge on each occasion was much less than usual. A day or two after the flow in September had ceased she was seized with violent pains of a spasmodic character in the right side of the lower abdomen. The pains lasted one or two hours at a time, then they disappeared for a variable period, sometimes one or two days, but only to recur with increased severity. These pains continued at intervals till her operation. In the last week of October, exactly a month after her previous period, menstruation recurred. On this occasion she passed, along with a large quantity of clotted blood, an entire cast of the uterine cavity. On (2.) Photographs of the external and internal appearances of an anencephalic fcetus, which had occurred in the practice of Dr E. Coleman Moore, who had kindly furnished him with the following clinical notes:?The mother, 42 years old, a vii.-para, is slightly built but well developed, is 5 ft. 3 in. in height, and lives in comfortable circumstances.
She had whooping-cough, measles, and small-pox when a child, but since then has been healthy, save for some dyspepsia. She is not deformed in any way; menstruation began when 15| years old, is regular in type and habit, but is accompanied by considerable pain. She has always suffered more or less from leucorrhoea. She was married when 21. The present was her seventh pregnancy. Of the six previous gestations, the fourth ended in a miscarriage at the third or fourth month; but the others went to the full time. All the children were boys, and are all alive now, aged 19, 16, 13, 6 , and 3 years respectively.
In all these pregnancies she enjoyed good health; but in the present one (her seventh) she was well up to the third month, and then got a severe fright (saw a neighbour with her face bruised and covered with blood), which quite upset her. that all the vertebral bodies were present, but that the spines and arches of the upper five cervical were wanting (constituting the spina bifida). The cervical part of the spine curved backwards and upwards beneath the basis cranii (the vault was quite absent), and so there was a marked concavity posteriorly in the cervical region. The dorsal spine was fairly straight, but the sacrum showed a greater inclination backwards than is usual. The parts in the neck showed some displacement: the hyoid bone lay in front of, and in contact with, the upper part of the larynx, and opposite to the seventh cervical vertebra (instead of the third cervical, as is normal); the larynx was also at a much lower level than normal, lying opposite to the seventh cervical and the first and second dorsal vertebne; the thyroid gland lay at the level of the second dorsal body, and was in contact with the upper border of the thymus gland; and the sternum, which contained one centre of ossification, had its upper border at the level of the third dorsal vertebra. The heart, however, had its usual vertical extent, lying opposite to the fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and upper part of the
